[Morphologic and enzymatic characteristics of healthy human kidney epithelial tubular cells in culture].
The present study defines morphological and enzymatic characteristics of human healthy renal tubular cells in primary culture, and during three passages. The results confirm the ability to culture human renal tubular cells and to quantitatively evaluate the activity of specific tubular enzymes in the cells and in the culture medium. Such determinations can be compared to similar enzyme activity research in renal biopsies or in urines, to investigate human renal cell functions, in clinical, pharmacological or toxicological approaches.